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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Selfless Service:” Do Something Amazing, Become a West Point Blood Donor 

WEST POINT, New York — The Army value of “Selfless Service” means Soldiers endure and sacrifice despite obstacles and challenges placed in front of them. Today’s Soldiers serve a greater purpose and sacrifice every day for love of country, family, fellow service members and freedom. This January, the Armed Services Blood Program (ASBP) is encouraging the community to save lives through “Selfless Service” by donating blood.

ASBP, with the support of Keller Army Community Hospital, will hold a Blood Drive on January 11 – 14, 2016, at Eisenhower Hall, West Point, N.Y. The drive will be held January 11-13, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and January 14, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and is open to the public. 

Blood and blood products are used for patients of all ages for many reasons—from cancer patients to those with battlefield injuries, military members and their families depend on blood donors every day. By donating, you help ensure that blood is available when it is needed most.

Blood can be separated into three main components – red blood cells (RBCs), platelets, and plasma; but it is the ‘blood types’ that must be matched between the donor and the recipient to ensure a safe transfusion. The blood types and their characteristics are:

· Type O Negative Donors: Also known as "universal donors," Type O Negative RBCs can be given to anyone. For that reason, Type O Negative blood is often used in emergency situations before a person's exact blood type can be determined.
· Type O Positive Donors: Approximately 84% of the U.S. population has Rh positive blood. This means that your RBCs can be given to 84% of those in need if their exact blood type is unavailable.
· Type A Positive/Negative Donors: Your blood type is the second most common U.S. blood type. This means there are many Type A patients out there who need your blood every day. Type A Negative donors can also provide RBCs for the more scarce Type AB patients if necessary. 
· Type B Positive/Negative Donors: As the second rarest U.S. blood type, your blood is needed to keep your elite group of Type B patients safe and healthy. Type B Negative donors can also provide RBCs for the more scarce Type AB patients if necessary. 
· Type AB Positive/Negative Donors: The rarest U.S. blood type at only 4%, Type AB donors are also known as "universal plasma donors", since their plasma can be given to anyone. For that reason, Type AB Positive/Negative plasma is often used in emergency situations before a person's exact blood type can be determined.

Additionally, a representative for the C.W. Bill Young Department of Defense Marrow Donor Program will be at the blood drive for individuals who would like to enroll in the DoD Bone Marrow Program. Located in Rockville, Md., and in operation since 1991, the program works exclusively with military personnel and their dependents, DoD civilian employees, Reservists, and Coast Guard and National Guard members to facilitate marrow and stem cell donations. More than 800,000 individuals have registered, with the program, to fight against blood cancer and other fatal diseases. To learn more about joining the registry, and/or marrow and stem cell donation, go to https://www.salutetolife.org/.

Donors can walk-in or schedule an appointment online in just a few easy steps:

1. Visit www.militarydonor.com 
2. Log-in or create a donor profile 
3. Enter zip code 10996 or sponsor code WP 
4. Select the desired blood drive location, date and time  

The blood drive is open to all service members, their family members, Dept. of Defense or federal civilians, and retirees, as well as the general public. To determine if you are eligible to donate, go to http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/Donors/can_i_donate.aspx.  
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